~— Bruce Springsteen

(APRIL 5) With or without the E Street Band, Bruce Springsteen has earned
his place as an American musical icon. The winner of 19 Grammys, two Golden
Globes and two Academy Awards, the Jersey native, 59, doesn’t seem to show
any signs of slowing down. Just this year, he had the privilege of playing cov-
eted events like President Barack Obama’s pre-inauguration celebration and
the halftime show for Super Bowl XLIII. Springsteen’s tireless work ethic and
immense popularity are the reasons why he never stops touring. He toured

for his 2007 album, Magic, and now, less than a year later, he’s climbing back
onto the stage to promote his latest release, Working On a Dream. Only he knows
whether or not his dreams have come true, but his show this month will likely
fulfill many of his fans’ dreams. Frank Erwin Center, 1701 Red River St., 471-
7744, uterwincenter.com. - RAQUEL VILLARREAL
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THE GOURDS (April 10) Since forming in Austin 15

years ago, The Gourds have released nine albums
and successfully ingrained themselves into the
city’s music culture. Although the group plays
mostly original material, it is probably best known
for its cover of Snoop Dogg’s “Gin and Juice,” a
crowd favorite. Shady Grove, 1624 Barton Springs
Road, 474-9991, theshadygrove.com.

DEL CASTILLO (April 11) Latin-fusion rockers

Del Castillo took home Band of the Year honors
at the 2003 Austin Music Awards, and they have
earned continuous acclaim since. Led by flamen-
co-rock guitarists Rick and Mark del Castillo, the
band also has collaborated on soundtracks for
films like Kill Bill Vol. 2 and Once Upon a Time

in Mexico. This CD release party celebrates the
group’s self-titled fourth album. Antone’s, 213 W.
Fifth St., 320-8424, antones.net.

LEO KOTTKE (April 11) Acoustic guitar wizard Leo

Kottke has been drawing audiences to his Para-
mount Theatre shows for 25 years, and fans still
can’t get enough of his rich blues, jazz and folk-
inspired music. Paramount Theatre, 713 Congress
Ave., 472-5470, austintheatre.org.

PAT GREEN (April 11) Widely known as a country

classic, Texas native Pat Green stepped into the
spotlight with the 2003 release of his hit song
“Wave on Wave.” Green’s latest album, What I'm
For, released earlier this year, debuted at No. 2 on
Billboard magazine’s Top Country Albums chart.
At this show, he’ll be joined by Randy Houser.
Nutty Brown Cafe, 12225 W. Hwy. 290, 301-4648,
nuttybrown.com.

MORRISSEY (April 12) British icon Morrissey
rose to fame in the 1980s as the morose song-
writer and vocalist for the alternative rock band
The Smiths, and he has continued putting out
solo albums since the band’s breakup. Hear old
favorites from his years with The Smiths and
highlights from his latest release, Years of Re-
fusal, which undoubtedly refers to his continued
insistence that his old band will never reunite.
Bass Concert Hall, 23rd Street and Robert Ded-
man Drive, 471-1444, utpac.org.

THE BRIAN JONESTOWN MASSACRE (April
14) Formed in California almost 20 years ago with
aname that plays on the late Rolling Stone and the
Guyana cult tragedy, Brian Jonestown Massacre
has had some 40 different members pass through
its ranks. Anton Newcombe, the only original
member, keeps the group’s neo-psychedelic rock
fires burning. Emo’s, 603 Red River St., 505-8541,
emosaustin.com.

OUR FAVORITE THINGS (April 15) Members of
The University of Texas piano faculty will play
their favorite pieces by composers such as Schu-
bert, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Debussy and Shostak-
ovich. Among the participating artists are Gregory
Allen, Anne Epperson, Nancy Garrett, Sophia Gilm-
son and Anton Nel. Bates Recital Hall, 2406 Robert
Dedman Drive, 471-5401, www.music.utexas.edu.

OLD SETTLER’S MUSIC FESTIVAL (April 16-
19) Just a short drive south of town, this popu-
lar music festival offers plenty of roots rock and
Americana music. More than two dozen bands,
including The BoDeans, Hayes Carll and Ray
Wylie Hubbard, perform in the idyllic setting
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