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DON'T KNOW THEM? JUST WAIT.

Pompeii (§)
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LIKE THE TALE BEHIND THE BAND’S
name, the story of how Pompeii came
together is rather epic, though not in its
destruction, like the ancient Roman city,
but in its creation. A lot of pieces fell into
place at the right time to create the Pom-
peii that’s touring today.

Vocalist Dean Stafford and drummer
Rob Davidson, childhood friends from
Corpus Christi, started out like many
bands, playing in the living room of their
college dorm at St. Edward’s. Shane Ste-
vens, cellist Caitlin Bailey (who recently
left the group) and guitarist Erik Johnson
completed the roster, and after a couple
of local gigs, the band officially formed in
the summer of 2004. It released its first
album, Assembly, in 2006 to good re-
views, but the final piece of the Pompeii
puzzle, Colin Butler, replaced Stevens
in 2007, and the band’s current sound
emerged.

“Most sophomore attempts are notori-
ous for being make or break, so the fact
that people weren’t throwing stones was

enough to keep us going,” Stafford says.

Pompeii’s indie-rock vibe mixes in a
dash of warm cello, evoking the ambiance
and crescendos of Sigur Ros. What makes
the music most interesting (and what gets
it frequent comparisons to Death Cab for
Cutie), though, is each song’s smart lyrics,
which stick with you long after the last
chord is strummed.

The band’s 2008 album, Nothing Hap-
pens for a Reason, was produced by CJ
Eiriksson, who has worked with such acts
as Hanson and Blue October of San Mar-
cos. Pompeii finished an East Coast tour
in January and landed its fourth South by
Southwest appearance in as many years.

“We wake up every day with the intent
of furthering our musical career,” Stafford
says. “We have a long way to go, but it’s
still a great feeling to look back on what
we’ve achieved over the past four and a
half years”

Despite Pompeii’s current success,
chances are good that its story is still in
the early chapters of a long page-turner.
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